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1. STABLE FOOD SUPPLY





       
     


 Examples

 - They used irrigation with dams, canals, and man-made lakes (reservoirs) to turn dry land into fertile plains.

 - They grew wheat, barley, and dates.

 - They raised sheep and used wool.

 - They grew surplus food to trade and to use in times of drought.

- The Plow

2. SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT


Their government was combined with their religion

 - Military leaders rose to power as kings.  They ruled over the city-states.  Chosen by gods.

 - Kings enforced laws and collected taxes.

 - Priests planned and built temples as well as operated and maintained the irrigation systems. 

 - Grain was stored and distributed.

3. SPECIALIZATION OF LABOR


 - Priests


- butchers

- metal workers
- carpenter

- gem cutter

 - Farmers


- potters

- traders

- leatherworker
- fuller

 - Brick Makers

- artisans

- merchants

- judges

 - Canal builders

- administrators
- doctors

- musicians

4. SOCIAL LEVELS


THREE DIFFERENT CLASSES

- Priests, landowners, and government officials were at the top (They lived in two-story houses w/ courtyard 

in the center of the city)

 - Artisans, merchants, and farmers were in the middle (Most lived in small closely packed mud-brick houses 

on narrow, winding streets on the edge of the city)

 - Slaves were at the bottom (they lived with their owners and owned no property).

5. HIGHLY DEVELOPED CULTURE – This feature includes the following:
    


    Cuneiform consisted of about 700 "wedge shaped" symbols, which were pressed into wet clay Writing            with a reed stylus.


    - Based on early writing called pictographs (symbols stand for objects)



    - Scribes were the ones in the society that could write.

     

    - Most art was created to serve their gods.

Art
    - They made sculptures for the temples, statues of priests, kings, and heroes.

                - They made gold and silver good luck charms, cylinder seals, mirrors, and jewelry

     

Leisure &
     They played board games, sang songs, played music, told stories
Recreation

   



    They wrote the world's first epic poems (long story about a hero)

Literature

- Gilgamesh 
     



    - They had musical instruments such as the LYRE (a small harp), drums, and pipes.


Music
    - sang songs (including love songs) during ceremonies
     

    - Mud brick houses (Small, windowless, closely packed)


Architecture    - Two-story houses with courtyards

    - Temples 


    - royal palaces

- marketplaces

                - THEY WERE POLYTHEISTIC (believed in many gods)

    - They believed gods controlled everything and purpose of life was to please the gods.

Religion
    - Priests who performed many duties

   
    - Religious towers called ziggurats were built to house the gods.


    - Ceremonies may have involved human sacrifice.
     



    - Irrigation system 

- writing system 

- Use of bronze for stronger weapons

Technology     - the wheel


- arch



- chariots
                - plow


- sailboat
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